A comprehensive guide for the safe operation of model
aircraft, small unmanned aircraft, UAVs, drones & small
surveillance aircraft in Jersey
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Introduction

1.1

This guide has been put together by Jersey Air Traffic Control in conjunction
with the Jersey Director of Civil Aviation (DCA) and the Jersey Model Aero
Club to provide guidance to operators of Small ‘Unmanned’ Aircraft (SUA)
and Small ‘Unmanned’ Surveillance Aircraft (SUSA) who wish to operate on
Jersey;

1.2

The latest generation of commercially-available SUA have very advanced
capabilities in relation to their size and cost; this has led to a surge in their
popularity along with utilisation for a wide range of photographic,
cinematographic and survey tasks. Operations in urban areas require an
additional understanding of the complexities of the environment and of the
safety and operational limitations that are appropriate for more congested areas
such as towns and villages. Similarly, operational restrictions apply in the vicinity
of Jersey Airport and the surrounding airspace for the protection of general air
traffic including commercial flights into and out of the Island;

1.3

In addition to the general guidance regarding the operation of SUA in this
document, specific guidance for operators wishing to undertake Aerial Work
and Surveillance (any filming and photographic activity) operations within Jersey
Airspace is given in Appendix B.

1.4

The operation of all Small Unmanned Aircraft is regulated by the Air
Navigation (Jersey) Law 2014;

1.5

A copy of article 52 of the Air Navigation (Jersey) Law 2014 can be found in appendix A;

1.6

All reference to SUA and SUSA in this guide should be interpreted to apply to
other ‘model aircraft’ of the same category but which may be known by
alternative names such as Drone, Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV), Unmanned
Aircraft System (UAS),Remotely Piloted Vehicle (RPV), Remotely Piloted
Aircraft System (RPAS), Small Aircraft, Helicopter, Helicam, Multi Rotor, etc.
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Scope

2.1

This document is generally targeted at the use by civilian operators in Jersey
of SUA & SUSA with a mass below 7kg as additional restrictions exist
pertaining to the operation of larger models;

2.2

The Jersey Model Aero Club is currently the only organisation in the Island,
which has permissions in place with the Director of Civil Aviation and ATC for the
operation of SUA with a mass between 7kg and 20kgs.
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Terminology

3.1

3.1.1

3.1.2

Small Unmanned Aircraft (SUA) means any unmanned aircraft, other than a
balloon or a kite, having a mass of not more than 20 kilograms without its fuel
but including any articles or equipment installed in or attached to the aircraft at
the commencement of its flight;
Many such SUA are of the electrically powered ‘multi rotor’ type. However,
the term SUA refers to all unmanned model aircraft including other electric
types, internal combustion, turbine powered aircraft and gliders;
For electrically propelled aircraft, the battery itself is considered to be a part
of the aircraft - it is the battery's charge that is the fuel. Accordingly the
aircraft weight for the purposes of local rules should be determined including
its flight batteries.

3.2

Small Unmanned Surveillance Aircraft (SUSA) means any SUA, which is
equipped to undertake any form of surveillance or data acquisition. Basically if
you attach any form of camera to any small unmanned aircraft it becomes a
Small Surveillance Aircraft regardless of whether or not data is being streamed
back to the operator;

3.3

Congested Area means, in relation to a city, town, or settlement, any area
which is substantially used for residential, commercial, industrial, or
recreational purposes. This would include local villages, busy beaches and
parks.

3.4

Aerodrome Traffic Zone means the airspace extending from the surface to a
height of 2,000 feet above the level of the aerodrome within the area bounded
by a circle centred on the notified mid-point of the longest runway and having a
radius of 2 nautical miles;

3.4.1

Jersey Aerodrome Traffic Zone (Red Circle)

3.5

3.5.1

3.5.2

3.5.3
3.5.4

Aerial work means any purpose (other than commercial air transport) for
which an aircraft is flown if valuable consideration is given or promised in
respect of the flight or the purpose of the flight;
Operators/Pilots should carefully consider the “purpose of the flight”. If the
flight is being conducted as part of a business/commercial undertaking then
it will most likely be deemed to be aerial work;
It should be noted that the ‘valuable consideration’ element may not be
restricted solely to the operator/pilot. For example: If the purpose of the flight
was to obtain photographs/video which were then ‘gifted’ to a charity or such
like who in turn received ‘valuable consideration’ this would most likely still
come under the definition of ‘Aerial Work’;
In very basic terms, anything other than ‘personal recreational flying’ is likely
to require an Aerial Work permit;
Please see Appendix B for examples of what might be considered Aerial Work.

4

The Regulations

4.1

The tables below identifies the current applicable legal requirements relating
to the use of small aircraft. Other regulations may also apply.

Air Navigation (Jersey) Law 2014 Article 147 Endangering safety of any person or
property
147

A person shall not recklessly or negligently cause or permit an aircraft to
endanger any person or property.

Air Navigation (Jersey) Law 2014 Article 52 Regulation of small unmanned aircraft

52(1)
52(2)

52(3)

52(4)

52(5)

52(6)

52(7)

52(8)

52(9)
52(10)

52(11)

A person shall not cause or permit any article or animal (whether or not
attached to a parachute) to be dropped from a small unmanned aircraft so
as to endanger persons or property.
The person in charge of a small unmanned aircraft may only fly the aircraft if
reasonably satisfied that the flight can safely be made.
The person in charge of a small unmanned aircraft shall maintain direct,
unaided visual contact with the aircraft sufficient to monitor its flight path in
relation to other aircraft, persons, vehicles, vessels and structures for the
purpose of avoiding collisions.
The person in charge of a small unmanned aircraft shall not fly the aircraft –
(a) at a height of more than 400 feet above the surface; or
(b) within an aerodrome traffic zone during the notified hours of watch (if
any) of the air traffic control unit at that aerodrome, unless the
permission of the appropriate air traffic control unit has been obtained.
The person in charge of a small unmanned aircraft which has a mass of more
than 7 kilograms, excluding its fuel but including any articles or equipment
installed in or attached to the aircraft at the commencement of its flight,
shall not fly the aircraft in Class A, C, D or E airspace unless the permission of
the appropriate air traffic control unit has been obtained.
The person in charge of a small unmanned aircraft shall not fly the aircraft
for the purposes of aerial work except in accordance with a permission
granted by the Director.
The person in charge of a small unmanned surveillance aircraft shall not fly
the aircraft in any of the circumstances described in paragraph (8) except in
accordance with a permission issued by the Director.
The circumstances referred to in paragraph (7) are –
(a) over or within 150 metres of any congested area;
(b) over or within 150 metres of an organised open-air assembly of more
than 1,000 persons;
(c) within 50 metres of any vessel, vehicle or structure which is not under
the control of the person in charge of the aircraft; or
(d) subject to paragraphs (9) and (10), within 50 metres of any person.
Subject to paragraph (10), during take-off or landing, a small unmanned
surveillance aircraft shall not be flown within 30 metres of any person.
Paragraphs (8)(d) and (9) do not apply to the person in charge of the small
unmanned surveillance aircraft or a person under the control of the person
in charge of the aircraft.
In this Article “small unmanned surveillance aircraft” means a small
unmanned aircraft that is equipped to undertake any form of surveillance or
data acquisition.
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General Operational Considerations

5.1
5.1.1
5.1.2

5.1.3

5.1.4

5.2
5.2.1

5.2.2
5.2.3

5.3
5.3.1

Endangerment and Safety
Article 52 of the Air Navigation (Jersey) Law 2014 deals with the concept of
endangerment and safe operation of any SUA in Jersey;
The Jersey Model Aero Club flying site at Les Landes is currently the only
notified site in the Island where the operation of powered SUA takes place.
This site is identified in the Jersey section of the UK Aeronautical Information
Publication (AIP) and use of the site for the operation of SUA is restricted to
Club Members and their invited guests. This area of Les Landes was designated
a Site of Special Interest (SSI) in January 1996 and members of the club are
required to follow specific safety procedures to mitigate both the risk to the
General Public and also the Environment. The club restricts the operation of
internal combustion, turbine and noisier electric models to certain times of the
day and rigorously enforces the need for all operators to hold appropriate
insurance;
The Jersey Model Aero Club has registered with Jersey ATC a number of cliff
based gliding sites along with some additional locations where members
may occasionally operate “appropriate” smaller electric aircraft;
There is no doubt that in a small island such as Jersey where space is
relatively limited, the operator of a SUA must carefully consider both the
type of aircraft to be flown and the location they intend to operate in. The
British Model Flying Association (BMFA) handbook, although based on UK
Legislation, provides a wealth of information regarding the safe operation of
small unmanned aircraft and is recommended reading for any local operator.
Visual Line of Sight (VLOS)
Unless an exemption has been given by the DCA, SUA may not be operated
beyond the direct, unaided VLOS of the operator. You must be able to see
your SUA at all times and be able to avoid collisions with other Aircraft,
Buildings, Vehicles and People;
This prohibits the operation of SUA under First Person View. (See para 9);
The standard DCA permission for aerial work normally limits the SUA/SUSA
VLOS to a height not exceeding 400 feet above ground level and to a distance
not beyond the visual range of the operator and in any event no greater than
500m; however, is it likely that for the smaller craft these distances would be
significantly reduced.
Operating height
All SUA in Jersey are restricted to operations not exceeding 400 feet
above ground level unless the permission of Jersey Air Traffic Control
(ATC) has been obtained.

5.4

Jersey Airspace

5.5

The size of Jersey and the location of the Airport often require that aircraft
operating at low level on Visual Flight Rules (VFR) adhere to notified routes
and procedures to avoid traffic conflicts;

5.6

Any operation of SUA/SUSA within 2nm of Jersey Airport must be
authorised by Air Traffic Control (ATC) prior to flight;

5.7

5.8

6

Due to their small size and ability to operate out of small sites, most SUA are
particularly difficult to see against the Island backdrop versus the relatively
much larger size of a manned aircraft. The majority of SUA do not have an anticollision beacon (although they may have other lights of lesser illumination typically LEDs) and they are not currently required to be fitted with a
transponder. The small size and the open-framework, symmetrical structure of
a multi-rotor SUA mean that it may not be clearly visible until at a much closer
distance than would be the case between two manned aircraft, particularly
when the SUA is hovering or moving slowly. Sighting of a SUA from another
aircraft is likely to be a ‘late sighting’ with reduced time to alter course;
Therefore, in addition to maintaining direct, Visual Line of Sight (VLOS) and
keeping to a height of no more than 400 feet above the surface, SUA pilots shall
avoid and give way to manned aircraft at all times.

Data Protection

6.1

The DCA and ATC permission process to operate a SUA is only intended to assist
in ensuring the flights can be accomplished safely. The permission does not
extend rights to any other purpose such as the collection of images, data or for
advertising purposes;

6.2

Where information collected by surveillance aircraft relates to personally
identifiable information the person in charge (as defined) must ensure
that where applicable, all requirements of the Data Protection (Jersey)
Law 2005 are complied with;

6.3

Specifically, where the data are (or intended to be) processed for anything
other than domestic purposes, the person in charge may be required to
notify with the Office of the Information Commissioner. Further, all personal
data collected must be processed in compliance with the data protection
principles as set out in the Law;
Further information regarding the Law is available on www.dataprotection.gov.je

6.4

7

Aircraft and Public Liability Insurance

7.1

Although ‘model’ aircraft of less than 20 kg are not necessarily required to
have specific aviation insurance, SUA operators are strongly advised to have
sufficient Public Liability Insurance to cover their type of SUA activity;

7.2

Members of the Jersey Model Aero Club are affiliated to the British Model Flying
Association and membership includes Public Liability Insurance on a personal
basis.

8

Regulatory Enforcement

8.1

The DCA takes breaches of aviation Law seriously and will seek to prosecute in
cases where dangerous and illegal flying has taken place;

8.2

The first such prosecution in the UK by the Civil Aviation Authority took place in
April 2014 when an individual was convicted of two offences, including flying a
small unmanned surveillance aircraft within 50 metres of a structure (A road

bridge with traffic) (Article 167 of the UK Air Navigation Order 2009). The
individual was fined £800 at a District Magistrate Court, plus costs of £3,500;
8.3

9

This conviction followed the case of a photographer accepting a caution for using
a SUA for commercial gain without permission. The photographer had sold
footage from his quadcopter to media organisations.

First Person View (FPV)

9.1

First Person View normally involves mounting a small video camera and an
analogue video transmitter to SUA and flying by means of a live video downlink, commonly displayed on video goggles or a portable LCD screen;

9.2

Article 52(3) of the Air Navigation (Jersey) Law 2014 requires the operator to
maintain direct unaided visual contact with the SUA at all times and as such, FPV
flight is not permitted in Jersey Airspace;

9.3

UK CAA exemptions for the operation of FPV flight are not applicable to Jersey.

10 Do you need permission to operate a Small Unmanned Aircraft with a
mass of less than 20kgs?
10.1 Essentially, the person controlling a SUA/SUSA is fully responsible for the safe
operation of any flight, but it is important to consider whether a permission (not a
licence) from the Jersey Director of Civil Aviation or Jersey Air Traffic Control is
needed.
10.2 You must request permission from the DCA if you plan to:
Fly the aircraft on a commercial basis (i.e. conducting ‘aerial work’
See Para 3.5) or fly a camera/surveillance fitted aircraft within
congested areas or closer (than the distances listed within Article 52(8
& (9) of the Air Navigation (Jersey) Law 2014) to people or properties
(vehicles, vessels or structures) that are not under your control;
10.3 DCA Permission is not required if the aircraft will not be flown close to people or
properties, and the purpose of the flight is not for ‘valuable consideration’;
10.4 Permission is required from Jersey ATC if you plan to fly the aircraft within 2nm
of Jersey Airport or above 400ft agl anywhere or for the flight of any aircraft
with a mass in excess of 7kgs. Please contact atcinfo@jerseyairport.com for the
appropriate request form;

10.5 The regulations are intended to protect people and /or properties that are not
involved in the activity. They are also aimed at being as ‘light a touch’ and as
proportionate as possible, so there is a great deal that can be done (especially for
private or recreational flights) without the need to approach the DCA or ATC at all.

11 Queries
11.1 More Channel Island information is available at www.cidronesafety.co.uk;
11.2 Any queries or requests for further information regarding the operation of
SUA/SUSA should be addressed in the first instance to Jersey Air Traffic Control
by emailing atc@jerseyairport.com

12 Additional resources
12.1
12.2
12.3
12.4
12.5

Office of the Director of Civil Aviation www.gov.je/pages/contacts.aspx?contactId=149
British Model Aircraft Association
www.bmfa.org.uk
Jersey Model Aero Club www.jmaconline.co.uk
UK Civil Aviation Authority guidance on operation SUA www.caa.co.uk/uas
The following Guidance material is available on the UK CAA website. www.caa.co.uk

12.5.1 The following documents (available on the CAA Website) refer to UK
legislation; however, the guidance contained within these documents can be
considered industry best practice.
12.5.2 CAP 658 Model Aircraft: A Guide to Safe Flying
12.5.3 CAP 722 Unmanned Aircraft System Operations in UK Airspace

Appendix A

Article 52 of the Air Navigation (Jersey) Law 2014
1

Regulation of small unmanned aircraft
(1) A person shall not cause or permit any article or animal (whether or not attached
to a parachute) to be dropped from a small unmanned aircraft so as to endanger
persons or property;
(2) The person in charge of a small unmanned aircraft may only fly the aircraft
if reasonably satisfied that the flight can safely be made;
(3) The person in charge of a small unmanned aircraft shall maintain direct,
unaided visual contact with the aircraft sufficient to monitor its flight
path in relation to other aircraft, persons, vehicles, vessels and structures
for the purpose of avoiding collisions;
(4) The person in charge of a small unmanned aircraft shall not fly the aircraft –
(a) at a height of more than 400 feet above the surface; or
(b) within an aerodrome traffic zone during the notified hours of watch (if any) of the
air traffic control unit at that aerodrome, unless the permission of the appropriate
air traffic control unit has been obtained;
(5) The person in charge of a small unmanned aircraft which has a mass of
more than 7 kilograms, excluding its fuel, but including any articles or
equipment installed in or attached to the aircraft at the
commencement of its flight, shall not fly the aircraft in Class A, C, D or E
airspace unless the permission of the appropriate air traffic control unit
has been obtained;
(6) The person in charge of a small unmanned aircraft shall not fly the

aircraft for the purposes of aerial work except in accordance with a
permission granted by the Director;
(7) The person in charge of a small unmanned surveillance aircraft shall not fly the
aircraft in any of the circumstances described in paragraph (8) except in
accordance with a permission issued by the Director;
(8) The circumstances referred to in paragraph (7) are –
(a) over or within 150 metres of any congested area;
(b) over or within 150 metres of an organised open-air assembly of more
than 1,000 persons;
(c) within 50 metres of any vessel, vehicle or structure which is not under
the control of the person in charge of the aircraft; or
(d) subject to paragraphs (9) and (10), within 50 metres of any person.
(9)
Subject to paragraph (10), during take-off or landing, a small unmanned
surveillance aircraft shall not be flown within 30 metres of any person.
(10) Paragraphs (8)(d) and (9) do not apply to the person in charge of the
small unmanned surveillance aircraft or a person under the control of the
person in charge of the aircraft.
(11) In this Article “small unmanned surveillance aircraft” means a small
unmanned aircraft that is equipped to undertake any form of surveillance
or data acquisition.
Notes: The above article should not be considered in isolation and although Article 174
of the Air Navigation (Jersey) Law 2014 provides some exceptions from the rest of the
law the following Articles continue to apply to the operation of any small unmanned
aircraft:
1(1) & (4)
47(1)
52
97
98
147
166(1)(b)

Interpretation
Power to prohibit or restrict flying
Regulation of Small unmanned Aircraft
Aerial Work
Aerial application permission for purposes of agriculture etc.
Endangering safety of any person or property
Power to prevent aircraft flying

For electrically propelled aircraft, the battery itself is considered to be a part of the aircraft it is the battery's charge that is the fuel. Accordingly the aircraft weight for the purposes of
local rules should be determined including its flight batteries.
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